Synovial chondromatosis is an uncommon disorder of joints, bursae, and tendon sheaths. The etiology of the disease is unclear, but it involves the metaplasia of normal synovial cells to chondroblasts 5) . Synovial chondromatosis is characterized by the formation and growth of cartilaginous bodies that may then calcify or ossify within synovial tissue 1) . The usual treatment involves loose body removal and complete synovectomy.
Here, we describe a case of synovial chondromatosis of the fifth metacarpophalangeal (MP) joint. normal. A plain X-ray showed diffuse calcification in the area of the swelling (Fig. 1 ), and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) scan findings were con-sistent with synovial chondromatosis, which appeared to be localized to joint synovium and not to invade any surrounding structure (Fig. 2 ). We 
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Synovial chondromatosis is an uncommon condition characterized by the formation of multiple cartilaginous nodules in synovial tissue. It generally involves a large joint 4) , and its etiology has not been determined. The hand is rarely involved, but when it is, extra-articular structures, such as, the tenosynovium are usually affected 8) . Synovial chondromatosis tends to present between the ages of 20 and 50 and it is twice as common in men 5) .
Its natural history is variable, and at presentation symptoms have usually been present from 3 months to 10 years. A correct diagnosis may not be made because of its rarity, especially if no calcification or ossification of cartilage is evident 2) .
MRI is the best imaging modality as it shows the cartilaginous portion of the lesion in addition to any ossified areas 3, 7) . Destruction of the joint space is rare, but if present, is confirmed at surgery. Our case had a positive radiologic finding, which included ossified loose bodies and periarticular erosion. However, the joint space was well preserved. 
